There are to be two components of CME-internal, which are meetings held within one's own institution, and external, which would consist of events such as the MSSVD's meetings and other regional, national and international meetings.
Physicians working in the larger centres, where there is a more varied educational programme, may find it easier to log the internal component of CME than those in the smaller centres. In addition, those in larger departments may have less difficulty getting away to postgraduate meetings outside their hospitals than those in smaller units, particularly singlehanded consultants.
The Journal is cognisant of these difficulties. Other colleges such as the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists allocate CME points for reading particular review articles and answering questions thereon. At present, the Royal Colleges of Physicians have not included this activity in their scheme, but envisage that they may well do so in the future. This issue of the Journal sees the start of a series of review articles in this vein. In the first instance there will be, in each issue, one article relating to HIV infection and one to other sexually transmitted infections, each with a series of simple questions at the end. Secondly, in addition to these, there will be a case report with basic case history details, some investigations and a number of questions in relation to how to proceed in the management of the case. To make this of practical use in terms of CME, it is planned that the cases will be discussed at Regional Meetings of AGUM, when additional information will be available to the facilitators on the cases.
It is hoped that these initiatives will be helpful to practising physicians in the UK but also be of interest to those in practice elsewhere. The additional information about the articles may be made available, on request, to overseas readers.
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